‘\;,‘A

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/01/05 : CIA-RDP82-00457R002700330009-1 SOX1-HUM I
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY REFORT‘ W -
INEFORMATION BREPORTY oo i

COUNTRY  Goechoalovalda CONFIDENTIAL,  pATE DISTR,13 MAY 1949
SUBJECT  Caechoslovak Efforts to Obtain Sulplur, Rew NO, OF PAGES 3
Thosphstes, 2inc, Pyrites, and Iron Ore ; 50X1-HUM§
jfgg; }-!RE (iﬂlgfeoogag\\é?!'s' ;

PATE OF , SUPPLEMENT 70

A OF REPORT NO. :

| STr chns il i i s o THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

OF ©53 CONTENTS ¥
£ nmnes oy

sy R SRR AT

50X1-HUM ¢
1, Sulphux 50X1-HUM ;
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encing difficultics in obltaininp i

B Czochoslovalia is s
adeqguate supplies of sulphur

e. It is quite vossible that the total of 5,000 tons promised to Czechoslo-

rakia v the Soviet Union forms yart of the foviset allotrment under the
trade agreenent. 50X1-HUM

2. law Thosphates

@, Raw phosphate stocks in Czechoslovakia are at present very loir

b, The Pogtorma plant at Dreelav (S73) and the Dymamit Ilobel faetory ab
Bratislava were forced to close at the ond of Jammary 1949, bubt were
then reopened to work on gtocks borroed locally. They have, however;
noy besn closed "for rorairsh.

¢, Total Czechoslovak regquironents are around 100,070 tons per annun., For 50X1-HUM P
1949 they have heen able to contwact for 40,000 tons | :
A% the moment, however, & dock strike | which has :
nrroady been oing on for 12 days, 1s postponinz arrivals. 50X1-HUM ;
A. Another gsource of supply is the USSE, which has pronised delivery of ’E
80,000 tons of Jola phosphates. The Czechoslovaks, remenbering the rate
o7 Soviet deliveries for 1948, do not hope for more than 50 percont of
this fisure. In any ease, there is no pleat 1in Czechoslovakia whiech can
aginter Kola phosphates - withoubt nixine then ‘
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In any case, supplies ab the disposal of planﬁs remaining open wAll have
been exhavsted during the first days of April 1949.

Zing  and Pyrites

Bon

o

Difficulties over Polish supplies of zine to Czechoslovakia have not yat
been sattled. Poland was to deliver raw sine for rolling in Czecheslo-
vakia. lNow, however, the Polaeg have realized that their own rolling:

mills are not working o capacity and have, thersfors, inforrmed tha Czscho-

glovakis that they are prapared to deliver rolled produects only. The
Czechoslovaks arve dissatisfisd with this modifieation, and 1t is helieved
that no final decision has yot been taken as to vhether or not to continue
wvith the original agreement,

Yugoslav offers of pyrites still amount to only 33 percent of what Gzecho-
slovakia was expecting. This position is wnlikely to change until Czecho-
alovakia ceases to hold up her delirveries of eleetrical equipment to
Yugoslavia,
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Czechoslovakia ms now been abls %o contrach for the surply of

50X1-HUM

855,000 tons of iron ore; she needs, however, between 1,200,000 and 1,300,000

tons.  For the last two weeks a Metalimex delegaﬁion\_mk
negotiate a larger surply. Tlga_nazﬂ;y_inqludes Director| Genoral Axls, Dr,

Yiesner,| is %o a0 \jm search of

various farroue alloys, ineluding forrochrore, ferromanmnese » and ferro-
ailicon.

M.
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C.

The Sovieh Union has promised 800,000 tons, with the option of a further
360,000
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d. Botuesn 100,000 to 150,000 tons of ore is expected from Yugoslavia,
rostly Prijedor. .

Slovak minss last year produead ahout 550,000 tons of ore with an iren

content of 38 to 40 pereent. Ahout half of thess nines are equipped with
obzolete rachinery and sre, moreover, nearly worked oubt. FProduetion cosis
ara about 2.60 Kes por kilo. To o competitive these should be not more

than 1.20 Kes per kilo.
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